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crowned by a lobed disk; segments 4, oblong, subequal, imbricate.
Petals 0. Stamens 2r9, free, exserted; filaments long, filiform;
anthers oblong, versatile, dehiscing longitudinally. Ovary stalked,
the stalk attached to and produced beyond the disk; ovules many;
style filiform; stigma minute, capitate. Pod flat, dehiscent, rigidly
coriaceous. Seeds exalbuminous.—Species 10.—Tropical Asia.
The genus is not therapeutically defined.
1. Saraca iiidica Linn. Mant. (1767) 98.—Jonesia Asoka
Roxb. in As. Res. IV (1795) 355.—plate 360.
A tree 6-9 m. high; branches glabrous. Leaves 15-25 cm. long;
rhachis glabrous, corky at the base; petioles very short; stipules
intrapetiolar, completely united, 10-13 by 6 mm,, scarious, ovate-
oblong, obtuse, parallel-nerved. Leaflets 4-6 pairs, 10-20 by 3-5.7
cm., oblong-lanceolate, obtuse or acute, quite glabrous, base rounded
or cuneate, slightly oblique; petiolules 4.5-6.5 mm. long, stout,
wrinkled; stipels deciduous. Flowers fragrant, numerous, in dense
axillary corymbs 7.5-10 cm. across; peduncels stout; pedicels 8-13
mm. long, red, glabrous; bracts ovate, stlbacute; bracteoles 2, appear-
ing like a calyx, 4 mm. long, spathulate-oblong subacute, ciholate,
amplexicaul, coloured. Calyx passing from yellow to orange and
finally red; tube 1.3-2 cm. long, cylindric, solid at the base; segments
4, oblong or obovate-oblong, 1 cm. long. Petals 0. Stamens 7 or
8, much exserted; filaments filiform, thrice as long as the calyx*
segments; anthers purple. Ovary pubescent, especially on the sutures;
style curved into a ring. Pods black, 10-25 by 4.5-5 cm., linear-
oblong, tapering to both ends, compressed, glabrous, veined. Seeds
4-8, ellipsoid-oblong, 3.8 cm. long, slightly compressed.
Distribution     Central and E  Himalaya, E, Bengal, Burma, W   Peninsula, Ceylon,—
Malaya.
The bark is hitter and acrid; refrigerant, astringent to the bo\\els,
alexiteric, anthelmmtic, demulcent, emollient; cures dyspepsia,
thirst, burning sensation, diseases of the blood, biliousness, effects
of fatigue, tumours, enlargement of the abdomen, colic, piles?, ulcers,
bloody discharges from the uterus, menorrhagia; useful in fis»ctmcs

